SETTING   OUT   OF   THE  PILGRIM   CARAVAN
night there came the waits, of young camp-followers with links;
who saluting every pavilion were last at the Persians3 lodgings,
their place, as they are strangers and schismatics, doubtless for
the avoiding of strifes, is appointed in the rear of all the great
caravan with the refrain bes-salaarny bes~salaamyy Ullah yetowwel
ummr-hu, hy el-ddy> hy el-ddy Mohammed Aga! 'go in peace, good
speed, heigho the largess! We keep this custom, the Lord give
long life to him'; and the Persian, who durst not break the
usage, found his penny with a sorry countenance.
The new dawn appearing we removed not yet. The day risen
the tents were dismantled, the camels led in ready to their com-
panies, and halted beside their loads. We waited to hear the
cannon shot which should open that year's pilgrimage. It was
near ten o'clock when we heard the signal gun fired, and then,
without any disorder, litters were suddenly heaved and braced
upon the bearing beasts, their charges laid upon the kneeling
camels, and the thousands of riders, all born in the caravan
countries, mounted in silence. As all is up the drivers are left
standing upon their feet, or sit to rest out the latest moments on
their heels: they with other camp and tent servants must ride
those three hundred leagues upon their bare soles, although they
faint; and are to measure the ground again upward with their
weary feet from the holy places. At the second gun, fired a few
moments after, the Pasha's litter advances and after him goes the
head of the caravan column: over fifteen or twenty minutes we,
who have places in the rear, must halt, that is until the long train
is unfolded before us; then we strike our camels and the great
pilgrimage is moving. There go commonly three or four camels
abreast and seldom five; the length of the slow-footed multitude
of men and cattle is near two miles, and the width some hundred
yards in the open plains. The hajjkj were this year by their
account (which may be above the truth) 6,000 persons; of these
more than half are serving men on foot; and 10,000 of all kinds
of cattle, the most camels, then mules, hackneys, asses and a few
dromedaries of Arabians returning in security of the great convoy
to their own districts. We inarch in an empty waste, a plain of
gravel, where nothing appeared and never a road before us.
Hernion, now to the backward, with his mighty shoulders of
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